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TheHISTORICAL BOOKS

ISSCRIPTURE TRUE?
“We reject with scorn all those learned and labored myths that Moses was but a legendary
figure upon whom the priesthood and the people hung their essential social, moral, and
religiousordinances.  We believe that the most scientific view, the most up-to-date and
rational conception, will find its fullest satisfaction in taking the Bible story literally. We
may be sure that all these things happened just as they are set out according to Holy Writ.
We may believe that they happened to people not so very different from ourselves and that the
impressions those peopl e received were faithfully recorded, and have been transmitted across
the centuries with far more accuracy than many of the tel egraphed accounts we read of
goingsontoday. Inthewords of a forgotten work of Mr. Gladstone, we rest with assurance
upon ‘ The impregnable Rock of Holy Scripture.” Let men of science and learning expand
their knowledge and prove with their researches, every detail of the records which have been
preserved to us fromthose dimages. All they will do isto fortify the grand simplicity and
essential accuracy of these recorded truths which have so far lighted the pilgrimage of man.”
— Sir Winston Churchill

a Tonight we share an odyssey of adventure, of sacred history, and of heroes and
villains virtually unsurpassed inall the story of mankind. The sagais contained
in twelve books of the Old Testament known as THE HISTORICAL BOOKS.

a This epic covers about 1,000 years of history - from 1400 B.C. at the invasion of
Canaan by the Children of Israel under General Joshuato the collapse of
Jerusalem to the Babylonians under Nebuchadnezzar, the 70 year exile, and the
return of the Jews to “the land” and the rise of the Persians (Esther).

a The historical booksinclude: Joshua, Judges, Ruth, | and Il Samuel, | and |1
Kings, | and Il Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah and Esther.

a The historical books begin just after the death of Moses on Mount Nebo and
continue through Malachi to the outset of that period of time known as THE
INTER-TESTAMENT, atime of about 400 years that gave rise to the Greeks and
Romans, the rise of the Maccabees, to the birth of John the Baptist.




Q The historical books tell the stories of the “greats’ and “not-so-greats.” Joshua, Samuel,
David, Saul, Elijah, Elisha, Ahab, Solomon, Jeroboam, Jezebel, Jorah, and a host of
others.

JOSHUA

1. Thisbook of 24 chapters has these main themes:

The Conquest of Canaan

Crossing the Jordan

The Fall of Jericho

Victories Over Canaanites

Sun Made to Stand Still

The 12 Tribes of Israel Divide and Settle in The Promised Land
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2. Joshuawas of the Tribe of Ephram. He and Caleb were the only two Israglites who
left Egyptian slavery to actually makeit to the Promised Land. (Heisconsidered a
“prototype” of the One Who will bring the redeemed into the Eternal Promised Land.)
We believe that Joshua was 85 when he succeeded Moses (who died at 120). Joshua
himself died at the age of 110. We believethat it required about six years for the
Israelites to conquer the land. The entire book of Joshua covers about 25 years.

3. Thereare several stories of particular fascination to your instructor:

A. Crossing the Jordan

Joshua 3:1-5

Early the next morning Joshua and all the I sraelitesleft Acacia and arrived at the
banks of the Jordan River, wherethey camped before crossing. [2] Three days later,
thelsraelite leader swent through the camp [3] giving these instructionsto the
people: " When you seethe Levitical priestscarrying the Ark of the Covenant of the
Lord your God, follow them. [4] Since you have never traveled thisway before, they
will guideyou. Stay about a half mile behind them, keeping a clear distance between
you and the Ark. Make sure you don't come any closer."

[5] Then Joshuatold the people, " Purify your selves, for tomorrow the Lord will
do great wonders among you."

1.  Without Faith, it isimpossible to please God.
Try to imagine several million people who are going to attempt a crossing in a
flood time (spring) in which the normally narrow Jordan River is now araging flood
torrent of several miles!



When Moses led the Children of Israel across the Red Sea, the waters parted
BEFORE they attempted to cross. But at the Jordan River, the priests actually walked
into the flood water. Now that’ s faith!

2.  TheFal of Jericho.
Joshua 6:10-20

" Do not shout; do not even talk," Joshua commanded. " Not a singleword from
any of you until | tell you to shout. Then shout!" [11] Sothe Ark of the Lord was
carried around the city once that day, and then everyonereturned to spend the
night in the camp.

[12] Joshua got up early the next morning, and the priestsagain carried the Ark
of the Lord. [13] The seven priestswith therams horns marched in front of the Ark
of the Lord, blowing their horns. Armed guards marched both in front of the priests
with the hornsand behind the Ark of the Lord. All thistimethepriestswere
sounding their horns. [14] On the second day they marched around the city once
and returned to the camp. They followed this pattern for six days.

[15] On the seventh day the | sraelites got up at dawn and marched around the
city asthey had done before. But thistime they went around the city seven times.
[16] The seventh time around, asthe priests sounded the long blast on their horns,
Joshua commanded the people, " Shout! For the Lord has given you the city! [17]
Thecity and everythingin it must be completely destroyed as an offering to the
Lord. Only Rahab the prostitute and the othersin her house will be spared, for she
protected our spies. [18] Do not take any of the things set apart for destruction, or
you your selves will be completely destroyed, and you will bring trouble on all Israel.
[19] Everything made from silver, gold, bronze, or iron issacred to the Lord and
must be brought into histreasury."

[20] When the people heard the sound of the horns, they shouted asloud asthey
could. Suddenly, thewalls of Jericho collapsed, and the | sraelites charged straight
into thecity from every side and captured it.

To thisday, that entire areais simply desolate!

3. Thenear-tragedy at Ai. (Achan’ssin)
Joshua 7:1-11

But Israel was unfaithful concerning the things set apart for the Lord. A man
named Achan had stolen some of these things, so the Lord wasvery angry with the
| sraelites. Achan wasthe son of Carmi, of the family of Zimri, of the clan of Zerah,
and of thetribe of Judah.

[2] Joshua sent some of hismen from Jericho to spy out the city of Ai, east of
Bethel, near Beth-aven. [3] When they returned, they told Joshua, " It's a small



town, and it won't take mor e than two or threethousand of usto destroy it. There's
no need for all of usto go there."

[4] So approximately threethousand warriorswere sent, but they were soundly
defeated. The men of Ai [5] chased the I sraelites from the city gate asfar asthe
quarries, and they killed about thirty-six who wer eretreating down the slope. The
| sraelites wer e paralyzed with fear at thisturn of events, and their courage melted
away.

[6] Joshua and the leaders of Israel toretheir clothingin dismay, threw dust on
their heads, and bowed down facing the Ark of the Lord until evening. [7] Then
Joshua cried out, " Sovereign Lord, why did you bring us across the Jordan River if
you aregoingtolet the Amoriteskill us?1f only we had been content to stay on the
other side! [8] Lord, what am | to say, now that Israel hasfled from its enemies? [9]
For when the Canaanites and all the other peopleliving in theland hear about it,
they will surround us and wipe us off the face of the earth. And then what will
happen to the honor of your great name?"

[10] But the Lord said to Joshua, " Get up! Why are you lying on your facelike
this? [11] Israel has sinned and broken my covenant! They have stolen the things
that | commanded to be set apart for me. And they have not only stolen them; they
have also lied about it and hidden the thingsamong their belongings.

A. Even Joshuawas so discouraged after the initial contact that he cried out, “Oh,
if only we had stayed on the other side of the Jordan!”

JUDGES

1. Weread in secular history of the Middle Ages- or the Dark Ages, as they are also
known.  TheBook of Judgesis*“The Dark Ages’ of Israel, the time of the “Judges,”
who ruled various “fiefdoms” in Canaan during itsfirst 400 years of development. Itis
not a happy book.

2. Thetheme of Judgesis“Every man did that which wasright in his (or her) own
eyes.” Thefledgling nation had no strong central government. They were a
confederacy of independent tribes with no unifying force except God. AND WHEN
THEY FORSOOK GOD FOR VARIOUS REASONS THEY HAD NOTHING LEFT
AT ALL. Thelsraelites were constantly falling into idolatry which resulted in their
being harassed and sometimes even conquered by their enemies. For example:

Judges 13:1
Again thelsraelitesdid what wasevil in the Lord'ssight, so the Lord handed
them over to the Philistines, who kept them in subjection for forty years.



3. Inthose times of repentance, God would send deliverers, “Judges,” who would give
the people relief from their oppressors.  Some of these are well-known names:

A. Othniel, Ehud (one of my favorites, aleft-hander who plunged a dagger deep
into the belly of the obese Moabite king Eglon), and Shamgar who killed 600 Philistines
with an oxgoad.

B. Deborah who delivered Israel from the Canaanites. Here in chapter 4 we read
of the death of the Canaanite General Sisera at the hands of another woman:

Judges4:17-21

Meanwhile, Siseraran to thetent of Jael, the wife of Heber the Kenite, because
Heber'sfamily wason friendly termswith King Jabin of Hazor. [18] Jael went out
to meet Sisera and said to him, " Comeinto my tent, sir. Comein. Don't be afraid."
So hewent into her tent, and she covered him with a blanket.

[19] " Please give me some water," hesaid. " I'm thirsty." So she gave him some
milk to drink and covered him again.

[20] " Stand at the door of thetent," hetold her. " If anybody comes and asks you
if thereisanyone here, say no."

[21] But when Siserafell asleep from exhaustion, Jael quietly crept up to him with
a hammer and tent peg. Then she drove the tent peg through histemple and into the
ground, and so hedied.

C. Gideon
Israel had angered God and their enemies the Midianites had swarmed across
the land like locusts. For 7 years, the Israelites sought refuge in caves and made hidden
pitsfor their grain. Through atime of testing, God used Gideon and 300 men to give
the Midianites such aterrific beating that they came no more into the land.

D. Thereare many othersaswell, suchas SAMSON. Othersinclude Tola, Jair,
Jephthah, Ibzan, Elon and others.

4. Thesimple history hereisthis. God had founded Israel for the purpose of paving
the way for the coming of a Redeemer for the human race. Andin spite of Israel’s
idolatry, God maintained it.  Except for such leaders as the Judges, Israel would have
been exterminated. GOD ALWAYS SENDSHISDELIVER AT THE NEEDED
TIME.

RUTH
1. Thislovely story tells about the great grandmother of King David and the beginning
of the Messianic Family. A thousand years earlier, Abraham had been called of God to
found a nation for the purpose of one day bringing a Savior to mankind. In this book of



Ruth, we have the founding of the family within that nation in which the Saviour would
come. FROM HERE ON, OLD TESTAMENT INTEREST CENTERS MAINLY
AROUND THE FAMILY OF DAVID. (Thefirst chapter of Matthew gives usthe
genealogy of our Lord.)

2. The story opens in Bethlehem where a man (Elimelech) and his wife (Naomi), and
their two sons go to Moab (southwest of the Dead Sea) to get away from famine. The
Moabites were idolators.  The two boys, Mahlon and Chilion, married two of these
women, Ruth and Orpah.  After ten yearsin Moab, the father and two sons had died,
leaving three widows- Naomi, Ruth and Orpah.  Ruth decided to return to Bethlehem
and Ruth determined to go with her.

3. Back in Bethlehem, Ruth worked in afield (gleaning). In the Law of Moses-
Leviticus 19:9, 23:22, and Deut. 24:19) God commanded Israel to permit the poor and
needy to gather the grain left in the fields after the harvest.)

The owner of the field was a bachelor named Boaz. (Thefield, by the way, isthe
general area of where the shepherds heard the story of Jesus' birth in nearby Bethlehem.)
Ruth and Boaz fall in love and we have here one of the great love storiesin the Bible.

4. Thisromantic story took place DURING THE TIME OF THE JUDGES.

| SAMUEL

The event that effectively ended the time of the judges was THE BIRTH OF THE
PROPHET SAMUEL (who was the last of the Judges as well as being a prophet.). He
was the connecting link between Judges and the Kingdom. The story here begins abou5
1100 B.C.

In this book we will learn of the beginning of the Israeli Monarchy, first headed by King
Saul. Itwasnot God's“Plan A” to allow this.  His desire was atheocracy (God rule)
but the people demanded a king so they could “be like everyone else.”

1. Thebook begins with the birth of the remarkable Samuel. The place was Shiloh -
some 25 miles north of Jerusalem. The father was Elkannah (not an especially
outstanding man) but the mother was Hannah (a woman of incredible spirituality.)  She
wanted a son but it seemed her childbearing possibility was zero.
1 Samuel 1:9-20

Once when they wer e at Shiloh, Hannah went over to the Tabernacle after supper
topray totheLord. Eli the priest was sitting at his customary place besidethe
entrance. [10] Hannah wasin deep anguish, crying bitterly as she prayed to the



Lord. [11] And she madethisvow: " O Lord Almighty, if you will look down upon
my sorrow and answer my prayer and give me a son, then | will give him back to
you. Hewill beyoursfor hisentirelifetime, and asa sign that he has been dedicated
totheLord, hishair will never be cut.”

[12] Asshewas praying totheLord, Eli watched her. [13] Seeing her lipsmoving
but hearing no sound, he thought she had been drinking. [14] " Must you come here
drunk?" hedemanded. " Throw away your wine!"

[15] " Oh no, sir!" shereplied, " I'm not drunk! But | am very sad, and | was
pouring out my heart tothe Lord. [16] Please don't think | am a wicked woman!
For | have been praying out of great anguish and sorrow."

[17] " In that case," Eli said, " cheer up! May the God of Israel grant therequest
you have asked of him."

[18] " Oh, thank you, sir!" she exclaimed. Then she went back and began to eat
again, and she was no longer sad.

[19] Theentirefamily got up early the next morning and went to wor ship the
Lord once more. Then they returned hometo Ramah. When Elkanah slept with
Hannah, the Lord remembered her request, [20] and in duetime she gavebirthtoa
son. She named him Samuel, for she said, " | asked theLord for him."

2.  When Samuel was born, Hannah DEDICATED himto the Lord. Our custom of
dedicating children is derived from her act - as well as that of Joseph and Mary of
dedicating Jesus.

3. Another highlight of | Samuel was the cdl of Saul asthe first king of Israel and
Saul’ s abdication of spiritual leadership, which resulted in David’ s being anointed King.

Saul was an outstanding man but had the fatal weakness of disobeying God's edicts. It was
this flaw that cost him his crown.

If you are aregular attender of First Assembly, you have heard me often express my
admiration for Saul as a man and as afather. In both of those categories, | believe he
eclipses David. Yet David was “the man after God’s own heart.” Why? Because
Saul stood on hisfaith in himself; David relied on God. When Saul disobeyed God, he
lost his divine prerogative to be king:

1 Samuel 15:10-11

Then theLord said to Samuel, [11] "| am sorry that | ever made Saul king, for he
has not been loyal to me and has again refused to obey me." Samuel was so deeply
moved when he heard thisthat hecried out to the Lord all night.



3. | Samuel 16 tells the story of David’s anointing to be King:

1 Samuel 16:11-13

Then Samuel asked, " Arethese all the sonsyou have?"

"Thereisstill theyoungest,"” Jessereplied. " But he'sout in thefieldswatching the
sheep.”

" Send for him at once," Samuel said. " Wewill not sit down to eat until he
arrives."

[12] So Jesse sent for him. He wasruddy and handsome, with pleasant eyes. And
theLord said, " Thisisthe one; anoint him."

[13] So as David stood there among hisbrothers, Samuel took the olive oil he had
brought and poured it on David's head. And the Spirit of the Lord came mightily
upon him from that day on. Then Samuel returned to Ramah.

4. Yet another highlight of the book is the well-known story in | Samuel 17 of David
and Goliath.

5. David didn’t become the King until Saul’s death (which we read of in the final
chapter of thisbook) at the hands of the Philistines. Until his death, Saul tried to kill
David. David hid in the canyons of En Gedi, one of my favorite spots on the planet.
We always hike that canyon on our tripsto Israel.

6. | Samuel ends on such a sad note with the death of Saul and his sons:

1 Samuel 31:1-6

Now the Philistines attacked I srael, forcing the I sraelitesto flee. Many were
slaughtered on the slopes of M ount Gilboa. [2] The Philistines closed in on Saul and
his sons, and they killed three of his sons—Jonathan, Abinadab, and Malkishua. [3]
Thefighting grew very fierce around Saul, and the Philistine ar cher s caught up with
him and wounded him severely. [4] Saul groaned to hisarmor bearer, " Take your
sword and kill me befor e these pagan Philistinesrun me through and humiliate
me." But hisarmor bearer was afraid and would not do it. So Saul took hisown
sword and fell on it. [5] When hisarmor bearer realized that Saul was dead, he fell
on hisown sword and died beside the king. [6] So Saul, three of his sons, hisarmor
bearer, and histroopsall died together that same day.

Il SAMUEL

1. You should note that in the original Hebrew Old Testament, | and |1 Samuel were
only asingle book. | Samuel covered aimost a century in time while Il Samuel deals



only with thereign of David, a period of 40 years.

2. David was king only over the southern part of Israel - Judah - for the first seven years
of his40-year reign and his capital wasin Hebron. Thelast 33 years of hisreign, the
beginning of “the golden age” of Israel, David reigned from Jerusalem.

3. Thewatershed of the book and his life was his adultery with Bathsheba and the
murder of Uriah (Bathsheba' s husband) in chapter 11. Before this dark chapter, David
was a splendid representative of the ideals of atheocratic king.

4. Highlights of the book:

A) David captured Jerusalem from the Jebusites and made it his capital in ch. 5.

B) Hebrought back the Ark of the Covenant to Jerusalem amidst great rejoicing
and celebration (ch. 6).

C) David subdued Israel’ s enemies, beginning with the Phlistines (chs. 8-10).

D) David sstrong leadership attracted mighty men and inspired intense loyalty.
David understood that God had established him as king over Israel (afact Saul could
never quite grasp) and he openly acknowledged God'’s rul e over himself and the nation.

I AND Il KINGS

1. | will deal with these asonebook. They follow immediately upon the history of |
and Il Samuel. These four books selectively cover the entire history of the kings of
Israel and Judah.

2. 1 and Il Kings chronologically cover four centuries of Israeli history - from the time
of King Solomon (970 B.C.) To the time of the Babylonian exile (586 B.C.). | Kings
alone covers about 120 years- Solomon’sreign of 40 years (970-930 B.C.) and
approximately the first 80 years after the kingdom was divided (930-852).

3.  Thereason the Holy Spirit guided the writing of these two books was to provide the
Hebrews in Babylonian exile with a prophetic interpretation of their history so they
would understand why the nation splitintwo in 930 B.C. The cause of the demise of
Israel was idolatry - the worship of someone or something other than God.

4. Perhapsthe highlight of 1 and Il Kings was Solomon’s construction of the Great
Templein Jerusalem.  We will study much more about thisin | and Il Chronicles.
However the subject isbroached in | Kings chapters 5 - 8.

5. ITISIMPORTANT TO NOTE THAT THE NORTHERN KINGDOM OF ISRAEL



(CAPITAL WAS SAMARIA - PRESENT DAY SEBASTE) WASESTABLISHED
AFTER THE DEATH OF SOLOMON BY JEROBOAM, A MEMBER OF THE
ISRAELI MILITARY. THEISSUE WASTAXES. THE SOUTHERN KINGDOM
OF JUDAH WASLED BY SOLOMON’S RATHER STUPID SON REHOBOAM AND
THE CAPITAL REMAINED IN JERUSALEM.

1Kings12:1-19

Rehoboam went to Shechem, where all I srael had gathered to make him king. [2]
When Jeroboam son of Nebat heard of Solomon's death, hereturned from Egypt,
for he had fled to Egypt to escape from King Solomon. [3] The leaders of |srael sent
for Jeroboam, and the whole assembly of | srael went to speak with Rehoboam. [4]
"Your father was a hard master," they said. " Lighten the harsh labor demands and
heavy taxesthat your father imposed on us. Then we will be your loyal subjects.”

[5] Rehoboam replied, " Give methree daysto think thisover. Then come back
for my answer." So the people went away.

[6] Then King Rehoboam went to discussthe matter with the older men who had
counseled hisfather, Solomon. " What isyour advice?" heasked. " How should |
answer these people?”

[7] Theolder counselorsreplied, " If you arewilling to servethe people today and
givethem afavorable answer, they will always be your loyal subjects.”

[8] But Rehoboam rejected the advice of the eldersand instead asked the opinion
of the young men who had grown up with him and who were now hisadvisers. [9]
"What isyour advice?" heasked them. " How should | answer these people who
want meto lighten the burdensimposed by my father ?"

[10] The young men replied, " Thisiswhat you should tell those complainers. 'My
little finger isthicker than my father'swaist—if you think he was hard on you, just
wait and seewhat I'll belike! [11] Yes, my father was har sh on you, but I'll be even
harsher! My father used whips on you, but I'll use scor pions!" "

[12] Three dayslater, Jeroboam and all the peoplereturned to hear Rehoboam's
decision, just asthe king had requested. [13] But Rehoboam spoke har shly to them,
for heregjected the advice of the older counselors[14] and followed the counsel of his
younger advisers. Hetold the people, " My father was har sh on you, but I'll be even
harsher! My father used whipson you, but I'll use scorpions!” [15] So the king paid
no attention to the people'sdemands. Thisturn of eventswasthewill of theLord,
for it fulfilled the Lord's message to Jer oboam son of Nebat through the prophet
Ahijah from Shiloh.

[16] When all Israel realized that the king had reected their request, they
shouted, " Down with David and hisdynasty! We have no sharein Jesse'sson! Let's
go home, Israel! Look out for your own house, O David!" So the people of |srael
returned home. [17] But Rehoboam continued to rule over thelsraeliteswho lived in
thetowns of Judah.
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[18] King Rehoboam sent Adoniram, who wasin charge of the labor force, to
restoreorder, but all Israel stoned him to death. When this newsreached King
Rehoboam, he quickly jumped into hischariot and fled to Jerusalem. [19] The
northern tribes of Israel haverefused to beruled by a descendant of David to this
day.

6. Itisimportant to note that the northern kingdom of Israel never had a good king.
19 kings and everyone of them bad!  The southern kingdom of Judah, on the other
hand, had 20 kings, eight of them (40%) good.

The 10" king of Judah, Azariah (also known as Uzziah) gets my vote for Judah’s
premier king. Hereigned for 52 years.

Manasseh (son of good king Hezekiah) reigned longer, 55 years, but was adevil in
shoeleather. NOTE CHART FOR COMPLETE INFORMATION ON THE
KINGS AND PROPHETS AT THE END OF THE SYLLABUS.

7. It wasduring this time (following the split of the kingdom) that the ministry of the
prophets came into being: Joel, Isaiah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Jeremiah
- al in Judah - and Elijah, Elisha, Jonah, Amos and Hosea in the northern kingdom of
Israel. (Again refer to the chart to see under what kings these prophets ministered.)

7. The northern kingdom of Israel was destroyed by the Assyriansin 721 B.C. The
southern Kingdom of Israel lasted longer by 135 years and was finally destroyed by the
Babylonians under Nebuchadnezzar. THISIS CALLED THE 70 YEARS OF THE
EXILE. Itwasat thistimethat Daniel and Ezekiel were exiled as young Jewish mento
the country of Babylon (current day Irag).

8. Il Kings ends with the demolition of Jerusalem and Judah.

Il AND Il CHRONICLES

1. Thesetwo books cover basically the same ground as | and |1 Samuel and | and 11
Kings - with the exception of adding some details and emphases not found in the
previous four books.

2. However, we are given a much more thorough telling of Solomon’s Temple, its
construction and function.
2Chron. 3.1

So Solomon began to build the Temple of the Lord in Jerusalem on M ount
Moriah, wherethe Lord had appeared to Solomon'sfather, King David. The
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Templewas built on the threshing floor of Araunah the Jebusite, the sitethat David
had selected.

a The building of this Temple was a monumental task. Construction began in the
fourth year of Solomon’s reign and required seven years.

2 Chron. 2:2
He enlisted a force of 70,000 common laborers, 80,000 stonecuttersin the hill
country, and 3,600 foremen.

4 The magnificence of the Templeis described in | Kings:

1Kings6:21-38

Then he overlaid therest of the Temple'sinterior with puregold, and he made
gold chainsto protect the entranceto the Most Holy Place. [22] So he finished
overlaying the entire Temple with gold, including the altar that belonged to the
Most Holy Place.

[23] Within theinner sanctuary Solomon placed two cherubim made of olive
wood, each 15 feet tall. [24] The wingspan of each of the cherubim was 15 feet, each
wing being 7 1/2 feet long. [25] Thetwo cherubim wereidentical in shape and size;
[26] each was 15 feet tall. [27] Solomon placed them side by sidein theinner
sanctuary of the Temple. Their outspread wingsreached from wall to wall, while
their inner wingstouched at the center of theroom. [28] He overlaid the two
cherubim with gold.

[29] All thewalls of theinner sanctuary and the main room wer e decor ated with
carvings of cherubim, palm trees, and open flowers. [30] Thefloor in both rooms
was over laid with gold.

[31] For theentranceto theinner sanctuary, Solomon made double door s of olive
wood with five-sided door posts. [32] These door s wer e decor ated with carvings of
cherubim, palm trees, and open flowers, and the door s wer e overlaid with gold.

[33] Then he made four -sided door posts of olive wood for the entranceto the
Temple. [34] Thereweretwo folding door s of cypresswood, and each door was
hinged to fold back upon itself. [35] These doorswer e decorated with carvings of
cherubim, palm trees, and open flowers, and the door s wer e overlaid with gold.

[36] Thewallsof theinner courtyard wer e built so that there was one layer of
cedar beams after every threelayers of hewn stone.

[37] Thefoundation of theLord's Templewaslaid in midspring of the fourth year
of Solomon'sreign. [38] Theentirebuilding was completed in every detail by
midautumn of the eleventh year of hisreign. So it took seven yearsto build the
Temple.
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cénquered by the As:'wrians in 732 B.C. and Judah conquered by the Babylbniansin 586
B.C. Now aswegointo EZRA, we will study the end of the exile and the return of the
Jewsto their homeland.

EZRA AND NEHEMIAH

1. Whileinexile, therewasno Temple. Thisiswhen the day of the synagogue began.
It could well have been Ezrawho organized it. He was the founder of the order of the
Scribes.

2. Babylon’sworld reign was short lived as Daniel tells us of its demise under
King/Regent Belshazzar 5.  Babylon was defeated by the Persians about 539 B.C. The
Persian King Cyrus gave permission to the captive Jews to return to Jerusalem and
rebuild thetemple. Yet only about 50,000 of the Jews availed themselves of the

privilege.

3. “Ezra’ isone of the three “post-exilic books” - the other two being Nehemiah and
Esther.

4. Ezra, dong with Nehemiah (the next book) were instrumental in the rebuilding of
the walls and city of Jerusalem (annihilated earlier by the Babylonians) and the Temple.

5. While Ezrawas a priest, Nehemiah was alayman. He was a passionate man about
the things of God:
Neh. 1:4

When | heard this, | sat down and wept. In fact, for days| mourned, fasted, and
prayed to the God of heaven.

Neh. 6:3
so | replied by sending this message to them: " | am doing a great work! | cannot
stop to come and meet with you."

In the first reference, when Nehemiah heard of the plight of the Jews back in Israel, it
tore him up inside. He was not indifferent to need!

In the second instance, while working on the walls of Jerusalem, his critics and detractors
tried to get him to come down off the wall and debate about it. He simply said, “I’m too
busy.” Good for Nehemiah! A lesson for all of usto remain busy with God's
priorities.
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ESTHER

1. Thebook of Esther isremarkable in that the name of God is never mentioned. Yet
theking isreferredto 192 times. It tellsthe story of King Ahasuerus - known as
Xerxesin secular history - following his horrible naval defeat at the hands of the
upcoming Greeks. Xerxesreigned over avast kingdom that ran from Indiato Ethiopia.
He returned from the battle to his summer palace in Shushan and threw a drunken feast
for several thousands of people

2. Inthe depravity of thatfeast, he called for his Queen, Vashti. She refused to come
and the King had her exiled from the Kingdom.

3. Now hethrew asort of “Miss America’ contest to find a new Queen who turned out
to be Esther (Hadassah).

4. Thiswonderful story tells how Esther saved her people the Jews from extinction of
the wicked Haman.

AT THE CONCLUSION OF THIS STORY, HISTORY GOES INTO THAT 400 YEAR
PERIOD “BETWEEN THE TESTAMENTS.”

OUR STUDY OF THE MAJOR AND MINOR PROPHETS WHICH WILL FOLLOW

TELLS OF EVENTS AND PERSONALITIES THAT LIVED AND WORKED
DURING KINGS AND CHRONICLES.
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CHRONOLOGICAL TABLE OF THE KINGS OF THE DIVIDED KINGDOM

JUDAH ISRAEL
Char- Char-
King Reign acter Prophet King Reign acter Prophet
1. Rehoboam 931-913B.C. 17yrs. Bad Shemaiah J1. Jeroboam| 931-910B.C. 22yrs. Bad Ahijah
2. Abijah 913-911 3 yrs. Bad
3. Asa 911-870 41 yrs. Good 2. Nadab 910-909 2 yrs. Bad
3. Baasha 909-886 24 yrs. Bad
4. Jehoshaphat 870-848* 25yrs. Good 4. Elah 886-885 2 yrs. Bad
5. Jehoram 848-841* 8 yrs. Bad 5. Zimri 885 7 days Bad
6. Ahaziah 841 1yr. Bad 6. Omri 885-874* 12 yrs. Bad
Elijah
7. Athaliah 841-835 6 yrs. Bad 7. Ahab 874-853 22 yrs. Bad Micaiah
8. Joash 835-796 40 yrs. Good Joel
9. Amaziah 796-767 29 yrs. Good 9. Joram 852-841 12 yrs. Bad
10. Azariah 767-740* 52 yrs. Good 10.Jehu 841-814 28 yrs. Bad
(or Uzziah) Isaiah 11.Jehoahaz  814-798 17 yrs. Bad
12.Jehoash 798-782 16 yrs. Bad
Jonah
13.Jeroboam Il 782-753* 41yrs. Bad Amos
11. Jotham 740-732* 16 yrs. Good Micah Hosea
12. Ahaz 732-716 16 yrs. Bad 14.Zechariah  753-752 6 mo. Bad
13. Hezekiah 716-687 29 yrs. Good 15. Shallum 752 1 mo. Bad
14. Manasseh 687-642* 55yrs. Bad Nahum 16.Menahem 752-742 10yrs. Bad
15. Amon 642-640 2 yrs. Bad 17.Pekahiah  742-740 2 yrs. Bad
Habakkuk J18.Pekah 740-732* 20 yrs. Bad
16. Josiah 640-608 3lyrs. Good Zephaniah
Jeremiah 19.Hoshea 732-721 9 yrs. Bad
17. Jehoahaz 608 3 mo. Bad
18. Jehoiakim  608-597 11lyrs. Bad
19. Jehoiachin 597 3 mo. Bad
20. Zedekiah 597-586 11lyrs. Bad

(Destruction of Jerusalem and captivity of Judah)

*Co-regency

(Capture of Samaria and captivity of Israel)

*Co-regency
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